Opening Speech for Defence.
Sir H. Curti. Bennett
tacle in which the person can be sick. How did it strike Miss
Friend ? Miss Friend knew her sister as well, I suppose, as most
people did. She said, c< I thought it was indigestion; I thought
it was an egg which she had had at breakfast which had upset
her." And upon that evidence, and upon that evidence of
vomiting alone upon that day, is the suggestion made that Mrs.
Armstrong was suffering from arsenical poisoning at that date.
Are you satisfied that she was, when you look at the history for
the next few months? Even if you were satisfied that she was
suffering from arsenical poisoning, have you got one iota of
evidence that such arsenic was administered by Major Armstrong 2
It is for you, and I leave that date with you.
What is the other evidence, and I want to deal with it fully
and properly, because no case for the defence is any good if you
take the good points and bury your head in the sand and pretend
that there are no other points to be met.     What is the nest point
made about this arsenical  poisoning 2      The nest point  is the
murmur of the heart on the 22nd August, and the albumen in
the urine upon the arrival at Barnwood.      The murmur at the
heart.      All of us have the greatest admiration for the medical
profession; I do not know what we should do without them; but,
of course, in that profession, as in most others, you sometimes find
that doctors do not agree.    Dr. Hincks formed the honest opinion
that the heart trouble which was in existence at that date was due
to rheumatism.      Dr.  Spilsbury and Sir William Willcox both
admitted to me in cross-examination that rheumatism will cause
heart trouble.     But when Sir William is cross-examined he says,
<f In view of what I know afterwards "—and here we come again
to working back from February, no working it back at that time
from January a year hence when the body is exhumed—working
it back from then Sir William says, " I do not think the heart
trouble which was in existence on 22nd August was due to rheuma-
tism."     Why not?     What is there to show that it was not?    Dr.
Hincks thought it was.     Dr. Spilsbury and Sir William Willcox
agree that rheumatism extending over a number of years might
cause it.      Sir William says, " I do not think it can be caused
by the sort of history of rheumatism which I have got."      For
years she had been suffering from rheumatism,  she had heart
murmur, which could have been the result of rheumatism, which
Dr. Hincks thought was the result of rheumatism.      Of course,
these experts say that it might be the result of arsenical poison-
ing; therefore it falls in with this nice little theory which has
been put before you bv the prosecution.     Albumen in the urine—
of course, that is consistent with kidney disease, that is consistent
with B right's disease.     The argument about that is this, <e Oh,
that cannot have been the result of Bright's disease or kidney
trouble."      I think you will hear, when the doctors come into
the box,  that from time to time9  without  any definite kidney
trouble, most of us suffer from albumen; but because it was in
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